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virtues in us, and is our Duty, and this, irrespective
of positive command, and of personal reward and
punishment

Under cover of the first of these propositions, Clarke puts
upon the same footing mathematical and moral relations, as
similarly apprehended in their first principles and similarly
worked out in deduction. The human differences are as
obvious as the various sizes of physical objects; the fitness
of actions and characters, as the proportions of numbers and
geometrical figures; and every perceived change m personal
relations involves modifications of behaviour, just as an
altered diagram loses or acquires some property. Thus, the
infinite superiority of God renders fit the veneration and
obedience of men, since it is true that on Him we depend,
and that His will is just and His power irresistible; and for
Him it is intrinsically fitter to rule by law and order than by
chance, to secure the good of the universe than its misery,
and to deal with men according to their deserts. Similarly,
it is fitter for us to promote the good rather than the ruin of
our fellows, quite apart from all expected recompence. To
call in question these differences as eternal and unchange-
able is no less absurd than to doubt whether a square is
double a triangle of the same base and height. Yet this
absurdity Hobbes commits, when he founds all moral dis-
tinctions upon ,a treaty of peace among men, to rescue them
from mutual conflict and destruction. What should start
such compact, and make it binding, if mutual conflict and
destruction were not already wrong? Is it that such a
compact is for the public good? Then is the public good
eligible to begin with, and is not indifferent^ but carries an
obligation into the engagement. To show that a thing is
really indifferent is to disqualify it for becoming a subject of
law1.

Understanding is the reporter of reality: else it would be
^^understanding. Such, therefore, as the eternal differences
and relations are, such does intelligence perceive them to

1 Unchangeable Obligations, pp 172-183.
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